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THE loss of Charles Gide has been an occasion of sorrow
to co-operators throughout the world. In his earlier years
he devoted himself almost exclusively to consumers'
co-operation, but later he extended his interest to cover
all co-operative forms, and, in the last part of his life,
devoted himself to studies which were of peculiar interest
to the agricultural side of the movement.
Charles Gide was the most eminent theorist of the
co-operative movement. His influence was very great,
not only in France, but in other countries. Before estab-
lishing his co-operative doctrine he carefully examined
the teaching of economists as different as Fourier and
Le Play. He admired especially the spontaneous and
persevering initiative of the Rochdale Pioneers, and he
always taught that the lesson which might be derived
from their example was worth more than "all the science
of the learned and the scribes, the science which is
formulated in books and laws/* It was this attitude of
mind, enthusiastic for the ideal but never losing sight
of realities, which led him to study the development of
co-operation in agricultural production.
What in Gide's view should be the programme and
the correct development of co-operation? He had been
struck with the fact that all men, whether workers or of
the middle classes, employees or officials, the co-operators
in fact of all countries, are first and foremost consumers*
Since consumption is a necessity and production is only
a means of satisfying the needs of consumption, it is
possible to enquire whether production should not be
placed at the service of consumption* In such a case,
consumers would themselves have the responsibility of
organising production* The co-operative programme
would fall into three stages: